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swaraj if you cannot do this little practical thing? They accuse
you, they accuse the Bengalis, of want of practicability and in
some respects they are right. We want everything, but without
having to work for it sufficiently. If we speak about the thing
sufficiently, if we pass resolutions, but immediately, when it comes
to actual work, we shirk it, remember those who shirk work for
the sake of the nation shall have no hand in shaping the destiny
of India, shall have no hand in attaining swaraj for India. I
ask you, therefore, to retain this "Yarn Franchise". Make it still
more restrictive. If it is to be restricted, make it obligatory on
every man and woman who wants to serve India through the
Congress, a living organization, make it obligatory upon every man
and woman, upon every girl and boy, to spin for at least half
an hour and to wear khaddar, not only on ceremonial occa-
sions, not for Congress work, but for all work. In your home also,
you will wear nothing but khaddar. You will go stark naked
rather than that you should wear anything that is not hand-spun by
your sister and hand-woven by your brother in your home and
not in the factory. That is the message of the spinning-wheel.
That is the simple little demand I make of every man and
woman who loves India and who wants freedom of India.

Would you be surprised if I tell you that, if you want to have
the discharge of those prisoners who are cooped within the walls
of the Mandalay Prison, if you want the release of Subhash
Chandra Bose1 and others you must spin. Without work it is
impossible. If you want him and his fellow-prisoners to be dis-
charged with honour and with dignity, then I say, spin*

Promise me that every Bengali man and woman will hence-
forth wear khaddar and nothing but khaddar, that every man
and woman will go to the charkha with the same delight that
he goes to his meal or with the same delight of a young lover
who goes to his sweetheart. Then I promise deliverance of
those young men in no time.

You will find that this incredibly simple thing will secure their
deliverance, because that will be a sign of your determination
to work for India without expecting any remuneration; because
I have asked only for half an hour's free labour for the sake of
India. It is not a mighty thing that I ask of you. But [it is]
because you are of little faith, because you have no faith in your

11897-1945; politician and nationalist; President, All-India Trade Union
Congress, 1929-31; President, Indian National Congress, 1938, 1939; author
of The Indian Struggle, founder of the Indian National Army